THE STEUCTUKE OF THE ATOM.

structure might appear doubtful if such considerations could not
be brought into natural agreement with views on the reorgani-
zation of the atom after a disturbance in the normal electronic
arrangement. Even though a certain inner consistency in this
view of atomic structure will be recognized, it is, however, hardly
necessary for me to emphasize the incomplete character of the
theory, not only as regards the elaboration of details, but also so
far as the foundation of the general points of view is concerned.
There seems, however, to be no other way of advance in atomic
problems than that which hitherto has been followed, namely to let
the work in these two directions go hand in hand.   i
